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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION IN LANDSAT-C AND SEASAT 

REF: MANILA 12866 

1 . EMBASSY MAY WISH TO DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING TO 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE NO. 77-2456. 

2. WHILE NO FORMAL LANDSAT-C INVESTIGATIONS PROGRAM IS 
PLANNED, PHILIPPINE REQUESTS FOR DATA AND PROPOSALS FOR 
PHILIPPINE PARTICIPATION IN SEASAT PROGRAMS ARE WELCOME AND 
WILL BE CONSIDERED IN STANDARD PROCEDURES. 

3. LANDSAT-C, AS IS THE CASE WITH LANDS AT 1 AND 2, WILL BE 
CAPABLE OF TRANSMITTING DATA DIRECTLY TO GROUND RECEIVING 
STATION AND TO A LIMITED EXTENT, INDIRECTLY BY RECORDING 
DATA ON MAGNETIC TAPE IN THE SPACECRAFT. THE USE OF THE 
INDIRECT MODE IS LIMITED BY THE MECHANICAL LIFETIME OF THE 
ONBOARD RECORDERS WHICH HAVE LIMITED LIFE. 
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4. THESE CONSIDERATIONS LIMIT THE USE OF THE TAPE RECORDERS 
TO EXISTING COMMITMENTS AND SOME NEW FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
REQUESTS FOR DATA FOR MERITORIOUS OPERATIONAL AND RESEARCH 

ACTIVITIES. WE ARE FORWARDING UNDER SEPARATE COVER A 
LETTER DESCRIBING THE PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING TAPE 
RECORDER LANDSAC DATA. WE WILL BE PLEASED TO CONSIDER 
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A REQUEST FOR DATA OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR SPECIFIC LIMITED 
PROJECTS. IN THE LONG RUN, HOWEVER, A REGULAR AND CON- 
TINUOUS SUPPLY OF DATA CAN ONLY BE AVAILABLE THROUGH A 
GROUND RECEIVING STATION IN THE REGION. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO THE SEAS AT PROGRAM, NASA PLANS TO 
ISSUE AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPPORTUNITY FOR DATA USE INVESTI- 
GATIONS WHICH IS EXPECTED TO BE MAILED IN LATE OCTOBER. 
COPIES WILL BE SENT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND ANY OTHER PHILIPPINE AGENCY THAT IS INTERESTED. DATA 
FROM SEASAT-A, LIKE THAT FROM OUR OTHER NASA SATELLITES, 
WILL BE GENERALLY AVAILABLE TO INVESTIGATORS IN THE US AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

6. NASA WILL BE PLEASED TO RESPOND DIRECTLY TO ANY 
FURTHER QUESTIONS ON EITHER OF THESE PROGRAMS. VANCE 
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